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The 23rd of December 2018 will be one of the most 

important date in the DRC’s political history, it will open 

a new political landscape. A new political page that 

would give birth to a new political culture, transferring of 

power from one leader to another through ballot paper. 

Despite its name the “Democratic Republic of Congo,” 

the DRC does not have a former president, Joseph 

Kabila will be the first if all goes well. Currently all 

politicians are running around the country convincing 

Demos ‘the people’ to vote for them. This is explained 

by the fact that, in the African context election period is 

mostly the time where politicians meet their 

constituencies, base.  A very interesting period, a period 

where politicians promise more than what they could 

give when they were in the office, the DRC is not an 

exception. Their campaigns remind us the thoughts of 

one of Africa's foremost anti-colonial leaders, Amilcar 

Cabral, and Plato the philosopher. 

 

In his seminal work title “Revolution in Guinea, stage 1” 

Cabral argues that “Always bear in mind that the people 

are not fighting for ideas, for the things in anyone's 



head. They are fighting to win material benefits, to live 

better and in peace, to see their lives go forward, to 

guarantee the future of their children.” In analysing the 

DRC’s social economic conditions and suffering of the 

Congolese people, it can be said that Cabral’s argument 

is still relevant and may resonate with the expectation 

Congolese voters. However, the statements that are 

made by most of Congolese politicians during this 

elections campaign show that theirs is not about 

responding to Cabral’s assumptions: “to win material 

benefits, to live better and in peace, to see their lives go 

forward, to guarantee the future of their children.”  

Cabral’s thought is far from most of Congolese 

politicians, theirs is about themselves, their families, and 

ruling elites. This is very sad because the word 

democracy which originates in the ancient Greek 

Demokratia, from Demos ‘the people’, Kratos ‘Rule’: 

Rule by the people. It locates the people at the centre of 

state machineries. Hence, it’s defined as “government of 

the people for the people by the people”, that is why in a 

democratic society the people are expected to be the 

core business of politicians. 

 

The current elections campaign expose that the core 

business of most Congolese politicians is not the 

demos, it is about themselves first! Their political Bulimie 

is very naked in most of the statement they have been 

making in the rallies. But since the voters are ignorant, 

Plato call them a numerous body without a head too 

venerable to be captured by the emotion of the moment, 



they can’t see the nakedness of political bulimie and 

honorable candidates’ selfishness. In his “The Republic” 

Plato argues that the process of democratizing a 

republic can degenerate to what he calls Ochlocracy. A 

cognitive analysis of the current DRC’s elections 

campaign and rallies expose a sad reality, most of 

Congolese politicians aim not to build a democracy but 

an Ochlocracy, a government by the populace, mob 

rule. They just manipulate the demos! Plato provides a 

very pertinent characteristic of an Ochlocracy, he argues 

that it is a mob rule, driven in unruly fashion by emotion, 

self-interest, prejudice, anger, ignorance and 

thoughtlessness into rash, cruel, destructive and self-

destructive action. All these characteristics as presented 

by Plato appear in most speeches and submissions 

during rallies and press conferences. 

 

In conclusion, one would objectively ask four 

fundamental questions: (A) Are Congolese politicians 

capable to deliver the aspiration of Congolese people? 

Which in Cabral words would be summarized in four 

pillars (1) benefiting from the wealth of the country, living 

better life (2) pacification of the country, and (2) bright 

future for their children. (B) Are Congolese voters 

ignorant, a numerous body without a head too venerable 

to be captured by the emotion of the moment, as Plato 

argues? (C) If yes, can they vote for politicians who will 

be capable to deliver what Cabral think is what they 

need? (D) If no, is it correct to argue that the ignorance 



of Congolese voters will never give birth to a leadership 

that is equipped to deliver Cabral’s assumptions?  

 

Tell no lies, Claim no easy victories... (Amilcar Cabral) 
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